B B A
o S

B Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/22 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0005004301 %4-5

u.8, 0fficials Only

. CONFITENTIAL

P 50X1-HUM 50X1-HUM
, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

} INFORMATION REPORY

; COUNTRY  China : REPORT

: 1

SUBJECT  Mimority Groups in Kweichow Province

DATE DISTR.& 7~ M&® 5%

NO. OF PAGES 2

.1 .0 R " i ,. § )

0F TNE WMiTED STATES, Il'llh'lllllllll‘.' trree 1o, SLCTIONS T0)
AND 104, 87 INE U8 CODL, BB AMENBED. (118 1PANSMIBEION OF atve
LATION 07 119 EONTENTY TE 0 REGLIPY AY AN UNAUTHORDIED Peasex 14

NO. OF ENCLS,

s — —— 8UPP, TO \
418 15 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO. 50X1-HUM

1. In Kwoichow therc are four million non-Chinesé among the population who
were not well treated under tho Natienalist government and who have hal
s undque exper’ence under the Chinese Oommunists. These psoplo are

concentrated, ipto rous tribes but the prinoiple tribes are

Chung=Chie (f &ms, Miso and Lelo.

, 2., The Chung=Chis i the largest minority group in Kweichow province

runbering about two million and 1ocated in tho southera part of the

: province., In language they are extremely gimilar to the Biamese. Up

' until the time the Chinese Communiats antersd Xweichow in November 1949

| these pacple vere temant farmers cwning no land themselves, | | 5OX1THUM

; th Chiness Comunist Governmont has promissd these pacple en 1
sutonomous region and has ancouraged them to correspond with 1ike~-speaking 50‘)(1 -HUM

i peop-e in Thailand,

3, Btudents from the Chung Chia tribe rapidly formed an attachment to
Thailand wfter the Chinese Communists took conmtrol of education. The ‘
students often came to me with questions about Thailand and atout their |

"palatives' there.

The second largest minority is the Miao tribe numbering about 1% million
apd concentrated in the southeasteran gsection of Kwcichow province.

Some members of the tribe were located in the city of Weining in the
western part of the province and there are corsiderable numbers in Yunan
and Kwangsi provinces. These people have 8 separate language and are
considersd more backward than the Chung-Clia, There are many sub-divisions
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of this tribe. Some members of the Miao tribe came to Kweichow University
hut were extremely hesitant in adinitting their Miao origin. When the
Chinese Communists cawe to Kweichow, they were extremely courteous to the
Miso end people began admitting their Miao origin. The flattery of this
tribe consisted of calling them brothers to the Chinese and many
representatives of this tridbe were taken to Peking for a Lrief visit.

The Miao people are open, sincere and honest and it was extremely
aifficult for them to accept the Chinese Communist methods of accusing
landlords of oppression during the lend reform movement.

Although the Miao tribe had no script of their own, they soon cdopted a
Burmese script used by Miso poople in Yunan. The Chinese Comr.'nists

were extremely interested in this Burmese script which was taught in the
Eritish and Methodist echools in Bzechwan province. | |1t 4s called
the Pollard script, | | ithe Mimo were opreading this
script to other trives and towns in Kweichow.

The third largest tride, the Lolo, arc & Tibetan tribe who vero associated
with the tribal people of tho Ta Liang Shan region of Sikang province.
The mambers nf this tribe were primarily landlords and troated the
Miao people very dudly before the Chineoo Communist troops came.
the former govertor of Yunan was & member of the Lolo,

In genoral, | | nena of these tribal peoplae lived in the

northwestern part of Xwaichow because they had been romoved from that area

by the Chinese Nationalist Government. The Natisnalists had atte

enforee Ohinese dress and custems on these tiibal people. [::::::%f%f%:ff]
Nationalist seldiers throw!ng dirt on the bveautiful nativa costumas
8 pecpie ip an attempt to enforce Chinese dress. The Ohinese

Communists adapted a very friendly sttitude toward these tribal people

reforring te them as mineriiies er small numbered peeple in eontrast

to the Natienalist term ef frentier peeple,

At fipet, the Ghinese Qemmunists vere mest well beheved and geiieiteus
ef the pepulation,

|
|

The mest cemvinelng argwment 6f the Chinese Communists for these
tribes was the premise ef soheels and hespitals and the distribution ef
pens and paper, | |the firet signs of the true motives of the
Chinese Qemmunists eame with the advent of three cultural delegatiens
frem Peking. These groupe ef prefessers, dectore and agtors remaingd
8bout 6ix menths in Kweiohow and their se-callsd eultural pregrams soen
detarierased inte peliticsl prejaganda, Often some of the tribes
people had tc travel a day's journsy to these neatings carrylng with '
them their food and bedolethes.

Although moot discontent among the populstion resulted from tha land

reform program, gome rosistence stemmed from other
factors. In particular the local people, wha are fairly
calm, resented the fact that most police officers vers introduced from

Bunan. The population referred to them as the men with the fiorce
faces, -

the
Russian language was introduced into the Middle School, dbut English was
also taught. fi:::::]moat of the students were enthusiastic about the
amount of Kussian they hed learned, but regretted that there were no
advanced classes and their training thus far was inadequate for
conversation.
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